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Back OnTrack (finally!)
After a number of months without our group magazine
we are now launching our New ON TRACK on line.
It is hoped that that the mag will come out every two
months, but this is dependent on the information ect
that you send in. Please send in your articles and
Information to us as soon as you can so we can start
compiling the next issue. A printed version of the mag
will be available on request at a cost of £1 per copy
which will include postage to your home.There is no
charge for for your on-line copy which you can print
yourself. Get sending in your information NOW!

                 *********************

       Your New Editors
Graham Murray  &  Brian Fawkes

The editorship will be shared between Graham and
Brian . Although the mag will be 16mm based we will
consider articles about any type of rail news that you
think maybe of interest to our readers. Items For Sale
and Items Wanted may also be sent in. You must send
in your name and address with all your correspond-
ence and your e-mail  address if you have one. We
will not print articles without this. But you may ask
for your name etc not to be printed.

We would both like to say a very big thank you to our
previous editor Mr Brian Spring for all his hard work
over the last 2 years in making the magazine the
success it was and realise we will struggle to get near
his standards. However we will do our best

We are all unpaid and we do not expect to be slaged
off and treated like our previous editor was. We will
not put up with this. We do however like to see
humour  and fun in your articles.

Regards

Graham & Brian
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A.L.R. REBUILD
Well the rebuild of the Argoed Light Railway is
well underway.The first phase was to lift the
whole of the outside of the main line to a better
operating level which required alot of hard work
by the GOFS lads, Major work had to be done to
allow the track to come through the conservatory
at the new height. At the same time new UPVC
windows and door were fitted. As well as this the
whole of the outside of the conservatory was clad
in new white UPVC cladding . This has trans-
formed the look of the place, far better than the
old rotten wood that was the but of many jokes in
the past. The new line is running very well and it
is very rare to have a derailment. It is great to
send a train out knowing that it will come back
without having to chase around the garden after
it. No matter what the weather you can run with
confidence. Phase 2 is also well under way but is
being held back by the winter weather. This
phase will bring the extension loop line up to the
same height. This will then allow two routes for
running. It is expected that phase 2 will be com-
pleted by March. Phase 3 will be to do more
planting around the garden to bring it all
together. Phase 4 will  be to fit in buildings and
lighting and electrify some of the points along the
line and also tackle the re-build of Wenlock
Castle. The new Cable Car System up Bird
Mountain also needs to be started. I must thank
the following for all their hard work in connection
with this project.  Brian Spring, John & Graham
Murray, John Burnett, Peter Ball, Mike Iles.

Many Many Thanks To Them All!

Regards

Brian Fawkes     Argoed Light Railway
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Christmas saw me investing in the purchase of a
Roundhouse Millie. I had heard nothing but good
reports of this low budget locomotive from those
who already owned one and Dave Ankers had re-
cently bought one and was very pleased with his.
Unfortunately, due to my ignorance, I had not ob-
tained a gas refill adaptor at the time and so was
unable to run the thing unless I was attending a
meeting where like-minded souls could lend me one.
All the enhancements which I had bought had been
fitted, full cab, pressure gauge, slide bar combination
links, polished brass dome - tricky to fit that, and
now the locomotive was just sitting there being
admired by myself. I don’t like to see models being
run which are straight out of the box and the Devil
makes work for idle hands they say and so I felt I
had to do something to Millie even if I could not run
her.

So I made a start. Roundhouse use brass bolts to
secure all the bits together so the first job was out
with the paintbrush and touch-up those bolt-heads
which were a bit too prominent. The four securing
the buffer beams became red and those holding the
tank sides black. After the casting marks had been
filed off the white-metal buffers these also became
black. Down to Millie’s nether regions next and the
slip eccentric bar became black. This alone alters
the appearance of the working gear by disguising
something which on the real thing doesn’t exist.
The inside of the buffer beams are painted red
which didn’t look right to me so they also became
black. As I had not purchased the Roundhouse
cylinder covers then the shinny brass cylinders also
had to be repainted black although I was not sure if
the heat would eventually bring the paint off. In for
a penny in for a pound and the wheels got the black
treatment as well. The underneath parts of a real
locomotive soon become very dirty with grease and
oil and I thought Millie now looked a little more
realistic beneath her skirts.

Up on top and the tank fillers got the treatment
next. These are in the wrong position, in real life
no-one would be able to get to them to open them
up and drop in the sack, still they had to remain
where they were but received a coat of black paint
as did the outside edge of the boiler heat shield 
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...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2...

which was shinny brass. Again the heat may bring the paint off this in the future but at the moment it looks more
the part by blending in.

Things had to be dismantled again now as I wanted to paint the inside of the cab. This was soon achieved using
two coats of white undercoat and one coat of cream gloss. I wanted to fit a driver in the cab, can’t see the point in
paying hundreds of pounds to see a driverless locomotive trundling around, most unrealistic. The trouble was I had
fitted the pressure gauge on the right-hand side of the cab as suggested by Roundhouse and when Gwilam
Cadwaladr, the driver, was fitted it was literally in his face. Using a pair of snipe-nosed pliers the tubing was
carefully bent to shape and the pressure gauge fitted to the left-hand side of the cab. It can still be easily read and
space was made for the driver. The trouble now was that when the regulator was opened it brushed against his
posterior which brought a smile to his face. Again use was made of the pliers to introduce a reserve curve in the
regulator giving more room and it was then painted traditional red. Gwilam was then secured to the footplate by
the use of two blobs of Bluetack under his feet.

Finally in the cab a load of coal was created on top of the gas tank. Two pieces of Plasticard were fixed to the gas
tank top, again using Bluetack, small pieces of coal placed on these with a pair of tweezers and then a pva/water
mixture applied. This was slightly overdone I fear as the concoction started to ooze out below the gas tank. If I
ever need to disassemble the rear of the cab area in the future this could be problematical !  A lick of black paint
just to cover up some exposed white Plasticard and the job was done, a tarted up Millie.

THE GREAT GATHERING

Or Rowlands Lodge’s visit to Crewe Works

We were asked by the 16mm Association if we would like to be the representative 16mm layout at Crewe Works
open weekend on the 8th & 9th September. To this I agreed.

Contact was made with Bombardier, owners of Crewe Works, who wanted details of the layout inc. photos. Letters
past between us and arrangements were made to take Rowlands Lodge to Crewe and we managed to get plenty of site
passes to enable us all to get in.

On the Friday, a three vehicle convoy of Luton Van (containing Myself and Colin), Brian Spring and Dan Blackwell
arrived at the gates to the works only to find we had lost Dan, who had not been paying attention and ‘phoned to
report “he was outside Jewsons”, which meant nothing to us. Eventually, he found were he had gone astray and duly
arrived at the gates.

After signing the register in the security hut, we were given directions to our exhibition spot in hall 11, better known
as “The Erecting Shop”. (keep it clean!!). Our passage though the site revealed a multitude of steam engines arriving
for the week-end which included every available Stanier 4-6-2 (for the record: 6201; 46203; 46229; 6233) lined up
together. We had to pass behind the huge traverser that is the centre of Crewe works, trying not to drive into the pit
as we gawped at all the locos lined up. We found hall 11 which was part of the cathedral like building where steam
engines were put together. After much searching we found our spot which was at the side of 47402 “Gateshead”.  

The floor of the workshop is painted red, with a green section running down the building which is the walk area
and must be kept clear! On each side of this green strip were crush barriers. On our spot this left us a 12 foot wide
area to put the layout. Conversely on the other side of the green strip they had about 20 feet with stalls being setup
that only required 8 foot at the most, but we did not panic, eventually we found the guy who was responsible for
our section and it was agreed to move the barriers over to give us sufficient room for the layout. Once all this have
been sorted we could start to unload. Yours truly carried out an ace bit of driving and reversed all the way down
the workshop with not a lot to spare, felt quite proud that I had not lost the touch from driving BT vans.
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By this time the remainder of the road crew, Gareth and Daniel, had arrived and the usual quick, efficient and
quiet erection of the layout in the erecting shop ensued and was completed in usual fine style. During all the
activity there were gricers wandering about noting loco numbers and taking photos. This happened many times
over the week-end but the first time a guy asked if we could move. We asked if it was to take a picture of the
layout, but he said no, he wanted the engine behind us. Needless to say we disappointed him and many others.

At about 18.30 we started to feel tired and hungry, so we packed up for the night. Brian was not staying and
went home, the rest of us set off to look for the digs. Now when I booked them I did not have map to hand, I
had rung one place that was full, but she gave me the phone no. of a friend, who was able to accommodate us.
When I looked at the map the place, which was called Domvilles farm, was about 8 mile away down country
lanes in a village called Audley. To get to it you went through a village called Barthomley (If you want to keep
up with this, find Crewe on  a road map follow the A500 towards the M6, but look at the villages south of the
A500 on the secondary roads, best with an ordinance survey map!). As usual I think I did us proud although
there was the problem that Dan and I had to pass through Colin’s room to get to the en-suite bathroom, but we
coped with that. The restaurant was next door to the farm, run by the land lady’s daughter-in-law. The food was
excellent as was the beer.

Saturday arrived and after a hearty breakfast we set of for Crewe works. Dave Ankers and the Williams’s were
already there having negotiated the Security hut with-out any mishap.

We finished setting up the layout ready for the visitors. Then I realised what it was I had left behind! All my
Simplex locos and skip wagons!! Doh! We only had two engines to operate the branch.

The rest of the day was very busy; there were thousands there, with a lot of interest shown in the layout. We
kept them amused, with regular breaks to visit the tuck shop by the traverser for food and drink and all the
traders around the site. We found a factory drinks machine which was cheaper than the stalls; this was raided
regularly as well.

Only three of us stopped Saturday night but we again had a pleasant meal in the restaurant. 

We arrived at the works on Sunday morning to find Mike, Steve and Brian by the hut, prevented from entering
by “jobs worth” who would not let 4 people in on one pass!!!!! 

Still that was sorted and we set about enjoying the day. Everything ran well, again there were thousands of
visitors to keep amused and we had an excellent day. Once the closing time had passed we started the packing
up, although no vehicles were allowed to be moved until the last stragglers had left. By the time we were ready
to load up most of the small exhibitors had packed up and we were able to drive the van right in to the building
and load. As we drove out of the workshop and turned the corner by the traverser, the sun, which had been
absent for much of the weekend suddenly shot out from behind the cloud and bathed the star locos in a glorious
evening glow. There was a stampede by photographers still present to get “the shot” and a fine sight they looked
too. (The loco’s, not the photographers)

There is a downside to the event in that no body over the week-end came and asked for expenses. On writing to
the organizers afterwards it became apparent that we should have been advised that no expenses were to be paid.
Since the event was for charity, it was stated that to pay volunteers would reduce the money given to various
charities which included 3 steam railways who would receive £10,000 each. We, naturally, feel a bit aggrieved.

I have since written to the 16mm Association treasurer to ask for help and have been pleasantly surprised in that
they, the 16mm Board, have totally reimbursed our expenses, 100%, without question. I feel that this level of
support is truly outstanding. I have written a letter of thanks to the Treasurer and The Board.

I will be following all this up with a letter back to the organizers of the “Great Gathering” expressing ours and
others disquiet, at their policy. I have not met anybody yet who thinks they are correct in their policy. This will
include letters to the 3 sponsors; Jessops; Hornby Trains & Heritage Railway Magazine. I will keep you
informed of results. 
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