ON TRACK ON LINE

2006 sees us with a reasonable set of bookings for
ROWLANDS LODGE. The year started with a wel-
come return to The Lawns Visitor Centre in Lincoln.
This took place on the weekend of the 25th/26th
February. The Friday started with the loading of the
layout at John's. in our usual efficient manner and
after a quick gulp of tea, we made to set off for
Lincoln. The crew for the weekend was Steve and
Brian S in the van; Dan in his car with Mike, Colin
and | in my car. Steve jumped in the van, started
up and proceeded to move off, the van stalled and
that was it, dead. After scratching of heads and a
search under the bonnet we rang Northop Van Hire
who said they would send someone out. A lad
arrived with a set of jump leads in his van, fiddled
about and tried to start it, nothing happened. After
a bit more fiddling he took off the jump leads (with
his van engine running) touched the leads together
to check if they were live and connected them back
on our van, where upon the van's central locking
system sprang into action. Now normally this would
not be a problem, but on this occasion the keys
were in the ignition inside the locked van!

The lad had by now decided that the problem was
voltage, or lack of it and what was required was a new
battery. One of these he did not have with him and so
we had to go back into John's kitchen to drink more tea
whilst the lad went back to Northop for a set of keys and
a fully charged battery. He returned, the van sorted out
and we left for Lincoln about 12.30 (an hour later than
planned). We travelled to Lincoln via M62, M18, Al5
with a very brief stop at Hartshead services to pick up
grub to eat on the move. To our amazement we arrived
in Lincoln just before 4pm. What was even more amaz-
ing we unpacked the van and had the layout up by 6pm.
Absolute efficiency and cracking team work Grommit!

The show was great and we had a splendid weekend.
The digs were new to us but very good. If anyone wants
digs in Lincoln, I've got the details. For evening enter-
tainment we wandered Lincoln, could not find a normal
pub with normal food. Suddenly found Weatherspoon's,
problem solved, venue for Friday and Saturday sorted
(NB for those in the know, Rod did not have to buy a
new sweater this time). Whilst the show was great we
had the problem, with minimal crew, of manning the
branch. The solution we came up with is we bought a
Shuttle kit off Brian Jones (MAC5 fame), Mike is building
us a railbus and this (hopefully) will trundle back and
forth between branch termini.

We thought we might have got a new booking from this
show to the North 'n' South show at Stroud, but this is
not to be this year as the organizer had a sudden rush
of traders and Atlantic Publishers (Tag Gorton) turning
up, but we are definites for next year. We have two other
bookings for Rowlands Lodge this year; 2nd/3rd Sep-
tember Garden Rail Gala at Llanfair Caerenion and 30th
Sept / 1st Oct at Elsecar Garden Railway show. As
usual, | thank you all for supporting the layout, apologies
if | have left anyone out.

Rod Fairley Group Secretary



Work has been progressing quickly here during the
off -season. Firstly all the closed coaches now have
the large sliding windows fitted, improving visibility
from inside tremendously. They have proved particu-
larly popular with coach parties and young children
They do have a downside though; the coaches now
get dirtier than ever inside when passengers have
the windows wide open! A well overdue improve-
ment to the loco shed has been the laying of
concrete from the shed doors to the Bala end of the
ash pit. This now means that crew can light up in
mud free conditions. Work has continued apace on
the frames of George B & Triassic & Maid Marian's
new boiler is expected to be fitted by the end of the
season. Holy War & Alice both passed boiler tests
easily but are beginning to look tired. Holy War in
particular is in need of a serious repaint but will have
to wait for a while yet. Finally, contractors have
started work on the new Flag Halt building. The site
was cleared in January & the old occupation cross-
ing alongside the old cottage is seeing its first use in
nearly fifty years.

Winter has seen some furious activity, taking advantage
of the lack of service trains. The new signalbox at
Cheltenham Racecourse station has now been commis-
sioned and is in regular use. At the other end of the line
at Toddington work by the P-Way Dept has seen the
first trains running over Stanton Viaduct in over thirty
five years. Also at Toddington , visitor facilities have
been greatly improved by having the enormous car park
completely tarmaced. It was described by the PLC's
Financial Director as being "the single largest project
the Railway has undertaken" Finally City of Truro is
back on all four axles and will hopefully be hauling
service trains later this year.
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The hard work is
underway:

well worth it for a pony!!!
Photo by Paul Gundry

The National Railway Museum is the largest in the
world and you are assured a fantastic day out. There is
no admission charge to enter the museum, but there is
a charge to park your car. The halls are full of locos
with many famous names including the LNER A4
Mallard. On the day of our visit a few locos were
missing due to being on steam specials, but there was
still plenty to see. Flying Scotsman is at present in
pieces in the workshop which can be viewed. It is
expected to be back in service in 2007. A new feature
is the museum warehouse where you can wonder
around thousands of railway items still waiting to be
put on show. It is amazing what's there. Forget the
London Eye, York now has its own right next door to
the museum. There is a charge for this but well worth
a ride. There is good disabled access and wheelchairs
are available if required. The museum is just an 5
minute walk from York station down Leeman Road.
The whole family will love it!

Here is a sneak-peek of
another new line which is
under construction in Hope,
near Wrexham.




In the last enthralling episode, you may rememhbat t had
been touching up Millie with the use of a paintbruestd |
think she had responded to this. Now we are gainget a bit
more hands on with her.

Standard on my rolling stock are safety chains aacuum
pipes and so these items had to be fitted to it fand rear
buffer beams of the locomotive. Both items are $agpby

Brandbright (usual disclaimer, no association witle ffirm

just a satisfied customer). The buffer beams habetarilled

to take the lug for the safety chains and thenethvesre glued
in. The vacuum pipes once fitted would be a litttore

susceptible to damage and so two holes in the isgchracket
on the pipe were drilled out to take Billing boahg These
are small brass pins presumably used in model taitding,

but in 16mm scale are just the right size to represwet

heads. On to the lamp brackets. Millie has one dirddted

on top of the smokebox at the front but as | warteedun

Millie in reverse occasionally then one on the reas a
necessity. This was fashioned out of a piece cdead again
secured using glue and two Billing boat pins. Thieked

better so two U shaped brackets were then manuéttand
again glued and pinned beneath the lamp bracket.

These are to hold such items as pricker rod, bueketthe
pricker rod being made from a piece of wire with a |lqog
in at one end. Now if you are using a pricker it hasbe
inserted into the rear of the locomotive in ordetiten up the
fire, self explanatory really so | will not dwellnothis any
further in case it brings tears to your eyes. Tleuwhkas there
was no way that this could be done on a Millie asrehis
nowhere obvious to put it. So cosmetic sliding ddoad to be
manufactured at the bottom of the back sheet as @edioly
War and Maid Marian. These were made from thin fasd
with some resemblance of a channel into which theyand
then painted black.

| see in 16mm Today that Tag Gorton has tarted upMilige

so there still a few things | could yet do to mime&tch this
space. I've been told that some credit should engio Colin
E for suggesting that some, if not all, of the nfiedtions that
I've done originated with him but as | like torik that what
I've done is a level above bodging | think he's fastasising.

John Murray

Sun, Wind, and Rain you can't pick a picnic in our weather.
So the afternoon started at 2pm. Gazebo already erected. A
good selection of locos ran in steam and diesel. Most ran in
control and as always the odd one out of control.

New show pieces were Brian S's ex USA based loco, a Merlin
Mayflower. This is a very nice little runner and is one of
Brian's better buys. Also some very nice female passengers
in a certain railcar. Either the refreshments or the rain were
well timed as they both arrived together. At least the rain was
a good excuse to all retire indoors. A good spread of food
provided by a well-known supermarket and well put together
by Marilyn. Anyway the line ran well together with a mixed
selection of very well turned-out rolling stock and hopefully
everybody had fun, let off a little steam, and went home
happy.

Fred
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SALES & WANTED

If you have any items For
Sale or items Wanted
ADVERTISE IN ON TRACK
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C.M.E.C. Group

We Are
Not Alonel!!!l

Next issue due September
Includes: ALR - Rebuild Complete?!?
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